
William J. Kunz (1865-1952) 




William J. Kunz and Annie Schmid Kunz 



VILlim JOHN KDie 



Hard! U, 1S6$ March 1$, 19<» 



Bern, Idaho 



■He doeth well who dooth good 
So those of his otm brotheriioodj 
He doeth better 7*0 doth bless 
The stranger la his lonellness| 
Tet best, oh best, of all indeed 
Is he who is a friend to those in need.* 

She home of WlUiajn J. and inisie S. Kunz was a haven to the lonely and 
oppressed; a home where the ridi and poor were entertained and welcooed 
with no distlaotlon to class or iBok. Countless numbers have crossed their 
threshold and sill testify to the kind and generous and friendly hospitality 
extended them. 

Through a "heap of living" their homo ms created, and now lingers in 
ttio memories and hearts of eaefc child, granaehild, and great-gisndidiild who 
«p*rieneed the infl.uenoe of this atmosphere, whidi ims brwi^t witti them 
from their belored Saitzerland. 

William John, the eldest son of John Ktinz III, and Hagdalena Straubhaaj 

was bom at the home of his maternal grandparents in Hiederstoken, Berne, 

SwitzerUnd, on Harch U, I865. The following year the proud fattier took 

his happy little fsuuily to Zwlschenfluh, the home of John Kunz 1, i*iere they 

lived until the tlae of their aamigration to dmerlca. Here, two brothers, 

Jaeob and John, and two sisters. Rose and Matilda, ware bom. Jacob died at K 

El 
the age of about one year, and Hatildte lived to be one aontt old. 

During the summers in Switzerland, he helped herd goato on the hillsicte 

of the ilps, mbevo his groat-grandfathar, John Kunz 1, owned a Swiss cheese 

facto ly. 
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At the death of Joto Kunz I, little 5 year-old Sillian John, teing the \ 

oldest sen of John Kunz III, aiiay from hofae serving border duty, who \7as the 
oldest son of Jolm Kuns II, then living in i-neriox, v&o jp.b Vae oldest son 
of the deceased, wis honored by the oity officials, who placed him on the 
casket in ttie funeral procession where he rode nn+il iihey reached the place 
of biirial. In addition, he sat with Uieee same dignitaries, who drank a 
toast to him at t!ie hoiae prior to the funeral. 

4t the ago of six he started school, which was s. walk of tbjee lalles 
from his hoae. torlng the two years "shich he attended school in SwitzsrlaM<| 
he studied the three R's and also the fundaiaentals of nus5.o ... this along 
with four or five \'rijiters wiiich he attended school in '\iaerica comprised his 
formal education. 

About 1862 the Mormon missionaries, one of Aaa was K<irl G. tlaeser» 
came to the KvmB home preaching tlie Ctospel, Others were Christlran Willie, 
Willard B. Richards, and Henry Home. His parents iiere baptized and con- 
firmed by Karl G. Uaeser, SoTember 5, 1868. He was baptized June 4, 1873, 
by his fatlier, sind wjis confirmed on the Bnno day by Henry Reiser. 

He and liis father, nother, sister, brother, and great-grandmother 
started for Araerios in June, 1873, froiis. Basil, Swltzerlfind. They sailed 
down the River Rhine to Rotterdnrae, Holl;»,nd, on the shores of the North Sea, 
where they boarded a boat for tiverpool, England. Here they stayed over 
ni^it, and the next day they amlxi^ced on ihe steamer HEV.IDA to cross the 
Atlantic for Hew Tork. The journey toe*: nine days. 

They boarded a train for the West on the day aftor they arrived at Hew 
lork. Upon reaching the Mississippi Elver, tlie train was ferried across, 
which was an impressive incidaat. They arrived in Ogden during a fourth of 
July eelebiTation in the year lOTS. Since none of theia could speak English, 
Ouole Spjti KunE, who net theia, made arrangeiDents for them to go to Logan on 
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/ the Utah Hortham, a mrrow-gas'^ railway iikiah had just bean biillt. Fop 

about ttra woekfl they staystl at the hor'.e of dimt Hosy K. rinrrell. TefiEs oano 
frcr,i Ovid to t,nkB thexi to Btrr T.ake. Bein;' lisav1.1y "loadacl with two copper 
kattlos, aloiiB with their othoi- 1)olongings, adaitioncil help aas gladly ao- 
capted when Peter Jansen, gj^n.n'lfathsf cf Ufred <"i. Jensen, net the;,! on the 
Mink Creak Divide. 

They stayed in Ovid with John Kuaz II, i0to, having previously arrived, 
Bsae engaged in cheese making. In Octohar they moved to a little tiro-rocai 
log house on kspen Creak, located east of the present site of Berr:, Idaho. 

On March 15th, 1874., bla raoUier, being sei-iously ill, h».8 tei.ken to Ovl^ 
where she «as cared for laitil her death on May 22, of the sarae year. 
Charles C, Rich nnd Wilford '.Voodruff adalaistered to her on tliis d>jy, 
shortly after ?rhich she qiletly passed aTjs.y, after kissing her children 
good-tjsre. 

During this vi-Sit of the authorities from Salt Lake, ffilllam J, saw 
Brighaa loung, which gave him the tamsnR.1 honor of Unving seen all of the 
Presidents of the Church, except the Prophet Joseph Ssith, 

In the fall of '74 their home aas again established when their father 
narried Sophie StrauUiaar, their mother's sister. During the suniEer the 
children had lived in tlie hcass of different relatives in Bern and Ovid. 
With goodness and love she endeared iierself in the hearts of these aether* 
less clxildren. 

In the irlatGi- of 1S76 he becaise ill vdth mountain fever, -.Jhich was so 
severe ■Uiat he lost consciousness. Since everything that was hiowa to thos« 
aroijnd had been Gcne, it wis denided that he be baptized for the restoration 
of his health. A lasle was chopped in tte ice and he vjas laptized. From 
that tiEie on he Improved, until he completely refined his health. 
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■OWPELIER Simmm, Eiut. IHy 13, 1937. 

"BERH llr. and ivirs. millaa J. Kunz, rasidents 

of Bern, celebrated ttieir goldea wedding anaiversaiy 
here Sednesday. 

laore tban 100 relatives, Jjicltading 10 childran, 
26. grandchildTGn, and one great-grandohlld, fpther- 
ed at a reoeption in the family home, followed tjr a 
p3?ogra:a jA tie Bon; IBS oliapel. 

Xhey Here married in the Logan IDS Temple, OB 
Hay 5th, 1887 " 



The youns couple, William, 21, and ^asile, 19, were narried ty II. C, 
Kdluffaen, president of the I,o^n Temple. Mthough the ooviple were both 
young, each had early ia life, tekea on responsibilities ^2ich had glvea 
■Uiam en advantags. 

innie Sohniid ammigrated fmm Switzerland at the age of 16, along witti a. 
younger sister, Mary, age 11. Because of oontaet Hlth men from Beni, v&o 
were on alasions in Switzerland, the girls settled there and began working, 
ftanie earasd fif'^oeats a week, which she saved and sent to her pg.r»niBp 
still In EnltzOTland. After t«to years of working and saving, her parents, 
and brothers and sister sere able to Join her in America. 

In 1^, Hil3iaB»s fatiior ms called on a mission to Srttaerland, and 
he was placed la charge of affairs at home. He Jiad the reaponsiblllty of 
oaring for the faslly and tlielr business. In 1886 Bern* s first Sunday 
School Was or^mlaed, mth Dave Kxatz as Si^rlntendeat. William J. wa» 
Secretary. 

After their marriage, he oontiaoted to mafcs cheese in Bern for two or 
three years for the Kunz Bros. Eftiry, whloh made ifiG pounds of cheese a day 
from 275 cows. 

Into the hijable and loving atmosphere of this home wore bom U Chlld^ 
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Za Ite jwaip 19^ HilH-iia 3, toe* his ftitaily mA jednaiJ his fai*er and 
brother aaklng (Swma at Wllliaiasburg, lAsho, *»rB tfcay wwdd Uw diolMg 
W» 8i«Bi«r, end ttei nwm to Cfeays take for •»» Hiuter. In «j« fijll of 1906 
•U»«!jr bon^t land nnd 1»jttt a hoiae at Be» ia Kellw Holltw, ssna fpom th«m on 
«M|f qpmt thalr wlntare in Bom, contiaualag tha dairy IndKistsw In th« 
taa«8 Craek eeantiy, amr the Blackfoot River, catM thisy wtliwa In the 
jraar 1933, -steai Uicrj sold tSaslr p»p»r^ to tteiy «M»»iwtsw, touio Eeohlep, 
t3&o still ns-latiiias it for g»alng purpoeeo* 

After retiring, he k^t en f^nslag, allMag mm, and raising poultiry 
aoa hogs at hie bwe ia Bwa* 

nugr WW* both «i@ieed in Churrti seti^tlee all thalr Tlws, ho being 
St^Jerlnteadoat of the Ittai*, and asslataat Si5)erf.nt«sa«nt of the Svoiter 
Sohool for to'seiam yosrs, and his wife, n tsombar of the mvA Relief Sociely 
pr9Bld«>ey for nany yeaee. Her mtk as a Relief Soeiety te»eh0r biwu^t her 
Intc raamr iusaea, and 'Umsugh this oonteet she case to kaoir the mnta and 
iiMte ffif ttwM iKSHMf aad ninleteroi to t^tec: ummalnjily. 



to am IStiti of 3mfSf 13.v2, tlisir aldost soi, BoniiajaisB, paeaed aaay at 
ttMlr iieiM In Bom, laavlag a «df(i &b& Svv! ahl'uh'iac., stao bltrng Tdtb th« 
mat of tiie i:mii.lyf ^iTtxm&& smdi at Ua pertl&g* 

On* to hi« wif9*i3 ill haalthi SilUiK S, rentod a, hcaia oB XoBftpeller, 
to b» aaeij? BSdtteal cs,j», Larj/; Bion-tijB of illnesa follorod, uatll Uay 23» 
1944, ta» watlcs after hifsr TJih MrtMay^ ^i* pasMd am? aadt mat to jola 
b»r tno ame, pas«alF8| and loved ones iAid px*a«vS!ei hsr« 

Ha Eovsa !»?&: to Bern, lut fouad it to© hard to Uw aloiss la tbe aaply 
hoae isideh iitid boea go full, ^uriag biCfc to 'iontjieXier, he eeUI iiii> Seo 
iioM, iind tjcxiijjiii^ a haumi near to hia flrei childraa^ tfco livadl ta ^trntj^ttlisr* 
His ehiiaron aacJ -aasiy ftuslUsB halpod 4o fill his rousilalBg jrmxa with 
fratjuaat visits as3 Isrg© faally eaiheriags, H« Battttalaed his own tomw* 
hoW, aad ffljjoysd aiviag his faaily about hiffi. Ho delisted la partioipa4» 
iiag iu fce^iueut fisltliig and temtdag tsjjie sa^ twaollAo to Mai I17 tita aborts 
sathBidaoiiS of ttio faJj^ily* Hla oi»r» tiaa ha flllsa '91 th •#t»rai-:rtiil3 

aoSbie a M .ataila.1 feo *e «aio, i?4adlae ftui stuayl«4» arfiiajl 3 wluabl^' 

OoUMoH^tm a' dcwica ^UppiasBf eM wuiidns on 2«iaoXogls^l raoo>^d[a. 

On July 2?, igS^s aaoteer of Ills flue aons, Jos&0 Jolffl, pssaed aiH^« 
iSifLaii iitaalag laf t "As wlte vid atm* !uk! TrboXa faa:lly ueazali^ tka loaa» 

Ha aajoyal viaitiae id'tb cM filoaiJs enS tws» He ■ssslafflaed th® opposf- 
tussi-^ to t»ll rf ilia aa^ifficieaoes aaa b5.-ra iaft)SMtioH to all aSio aouglit It, 
53» fsoily mliad v^fA hie ooi»eil and ad^ea ia aaigf of tJiair psatHma. 

Q» *p^t 15» 191K, i»5 toy after his STth Islrthfey, tba aoiaa heart 
teat ito last . . • Issi^rt-ag .t ao-amlag ftitiSlyj hapKr liiat hs coiilfl join Ills 
loiTO^ oaas "'he^o-nd. tho 8«aJS#'y__„tiBt grJavsd at tho loea of their asaoisln-' 
%i.m with hlis, th« kla32i©«E, ttia leTo, tias irladaE, •irWld3 h® ^lonrarad ?^p«si 
all. *t hia (teatii, feis postoiAt? InclurfssS oigbt lining son,- an<J d«i^t«ni« 
'ttii]r%-oM fmadehild»3% aM ^WUrtsr^thtos g3.'a«t»9!sxiitiiil4r8B* 






Our belovsd "Pfi", "Omndpa", "Onclg JJill", "Will", had gone to join his 
wife. Tbess trro cnselfiEh ."jouls, Tho lived as they teught, wfire so much a 
p^rt of one nnd f.nothor that ona cannot 




Life Sketch 

of 

William J. Kunz 



'twill jam John Kung 

My grandfather, William J„ Kunz , Kaa boin in Switzerland and emmlgrated to 
Aiierlca when he was 8 years old because most members of his family had accepted th« 
gospel and the call to come to America. He dearly loved Siritzerland and had a sharp 
memory of it and would want to share these meinories with uSe Many times when I waa a 
little girl he would want to recall his life in Switzerland, how I wish I had paid 
more attention and learned the things he wanted us to know^ Vihen we were in Switzer- 
land I was sorry and would think to myself , "Grandpa wanted to tell me about this or 
that, but I didn't listen closely enough to reiriembero" I know now why he loved it 
so much. None of the immigrants had an easy time so I won't dwell on that. 

Grandpa grew up in Bear Lake Co, and married Grandma, Anna Sohoiid, when he was 
22o They lived in the town of Bern the first years they were married and made their 
living farming and dalryingo Most of their children were bom before they moved to 
the house South of Bern that I remeoiber. They started going to the Dairies when 
Aunt Sylvia was a baby. Now when I talk about the Dairies, I mean Williamsburg. 
Vfhen they first lived there they were on Squatters Eights but later they homesteadedo 

In the early spring or as soon as the weather permitted, they would gather oows 
from all over Bear Lake Valley and trail them all the way out. It would take two and 
sometimes three days to make the trip as the little calves slowed thean down. As 
soon as they got to the Dairies they started milking and making cheese as the cheese 
was their cash cropo 

When we were in Switzerland we were taken to the Upper Dairy and the Lower 
Dairy and it was then I realized Grandpa lived just the way his parents did. In the 
summer the cows were taken way up to the top of the Alps, there they lived and mad« 
cheese all summero During the fall and winter the cows were taken to the valleys or 
Lower Dairy, thus they were able to take advantage of all the grass the land could 
produces Grandpa loved .Switzerland and tried to live as much the same as he could 
in America,, Sfy Great Grandfather, John Kunz 111, lived on the Upper Dairy, Grandpa 
on the Middle Dairy and Uncle Johnny on the Lower Daiiyo In the fall the families 
would move back to Bern for the winter^ 
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Grandma and Grandpa -were excellent -cheese makerSo He had only a third £;rad» 

education b\it "pras so wise in some things that wo^old leave a college graduate wanting. 
He was always grateful that he could come to this country for he did love Imerica 
and that's why some of us have an extra big lunp in our throats when we see the flag. 

Grandpa's goals were to be an honorable irisa.^ to be a good citizen, to live the 
gospel and to be a good husband and father© 

Uncle Johnny's family and Grandpa's family-because the men were brothers and the 
women sisters- shared a unique closeness as their life style was the seme and they 
always lived neighborSo Few cousins are as clos« as Mother's family and Dnole 
Johnny's children. 

When Grandpa was a yoimg man he was thrown from a horse. His foot caught in 
the stirrup and he was dragged for quite a distanoeo Every time the horses hind foot 
came back as he was running, it kicked grandpa in the kidney which injured it so 
badl.sy it never functioned again. They called it a, "Floating Kidney." 

So far I've given a lot of background but now I want to tell you the interesting 
or fun things I've collected from family manberSo 

Aunt Ivy remembers when she was small a circus came to Montpelier. Grandpa 
didn't have the money to take them to the show but took his and Dncle Johnny's 
family in a buggy to Montpelier where they watched all the animals being unloaded. 
It was in the Spring and they went through the BOTTOMS and the water came almost 
to the floor of the buggy. It was a mesBorable time for all. 

The summer Aunt Myrtle was a baby at the Dairies, some white men had killed a 
squaw and her papoose and the Indians were angry, on the war-path and wanted revenge. 
Some white men learned of this and rode ahead warning the people. The warning came 
at night so grandpa hunted horses til 4 A.M. , loaded his and Uncle Johnny's family 
in a sheep camp and headed for Bern. They left in a hurry, turning the calves out 
with the cows, leaving the drying room full of cheese as they feared for their lives 
not knowing what the Indians would do. They stayed in Bern 4 or 5 days and then a 
group of men with Grandpa and Great-Grandpa, John Kunz 111, as some of the leaders 
went on horse-back and scouted around to see what the conditions were and if they 
would dare to go back. They found several hundred Indians camped East of the 



Middle Bsiry in a meadow. They were very sullen and sully at first but after a while 
were a little nicer and the men could talk with them. When the families 

got back to Willianisburg they found things in fair condition. They had helped 
themselyes to the cheese but hadn't really hurt anything except they had slept in 
the beds and the beds were full of LICE J!! I Several years later another angry- 

group rode in all painted up and on the war-path and naturally the women and children 
were terrified. The grandparents were always nice and would give them cheese and 
try to keep on good teims with them© 

Grandpa did some irrigating in an old-fashioned way. He augered out logs with 
a thing like a large corkscrew called a SCHDTZLEH and (T)SiPFLER and would line the 
logs up end to end and run water thru them. He once saw Blaine tapping the inside of 
a pop bottle with an iron rod which made the bottom of the bottle come out perfectly 
even. In his fertile mind he was trying to devise a way to put the bottles together 
and run water through them which he thought might be an improveioent over the logs. 

He was always interested in world events and religiously listened to the news. 
At the Dairy he had what must have been a Crystal Eadio and it would screech and 
whine and make horrible noises and I've often wondered if that's what made him loos« 
Ijis hearing. 

He always paid special attention to the phases of the moon and knew the star 

formations and could predict the weather better than most T.V, men with their 

sophisticated equipment. He would always warn us of the SHTEEEAHEYS so we could 

"■'(long rainy spell) 
prepare and how we hated to see them come , 

Grandpa's health was quite poor and I think the reason for this was his non- 
functioning kidney I have already told about. Above his bed in Bern was a small 
wooden cabinet that hung on the wall that held his Homio-Pathic. Homlo-Pathie is 
small white pelletts, some larger than others kept in small glass and wooden bottles 
all neatly labeled. Grandpa treated his and his family's illnesses with the Homio- 
Pathic and must have done pretty good because people from around the area came to 
him for his advise and supply of the medecine. The Homio-Pathic didn't always go to 
ailing people, sometimes it fell into the hands of grandchildren. Somehow we all 
seemed to survive. Mother recalls this was the only medecine they had. 
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Grandpa had a photographic mind. As I mentioned, he vividly rema-sbered things 
from the old coiintry as if they happened yesterday. He end Paul Nielsen can resnember 
dates, events, etCo better than anyone else in the worldo 

A diill knife was an abomination to Grandpao Beyer was there a dull knife around. 
He had a grindstone with an attached seat and would turn the stone by treadleing it 
and the lucky grandchild got to pur a tiny trickle of water right where he held the 
knife against the wheel. We still have a paring-knife at Mothers that Dad nick- 
named, *'W1LL", because it was sharp as a raz^r. 

Grandpa played the accordisn and had a nice singing voice. Most Kunzs were 
blessed to be quite musical. 

The grandkids with the summer birthdays at the Dairies were the lucky ones 
because Grandpa Baptised them in the swimming hole and then Confirmed them, 
Thelma and Max were some of the lucky ones in this respect. Grandpa used the Power 
of the Priesthood many times to administer to the sick» 

Whatever house Grandpa lived in always had a table with a radio on it by a 
front window where he sat by the hour listening to the news and cutting out current 
events from the newspaper. Sometimes these clippings grew into very large piles 
around his chair and he didn't like for anyone to disturb them, making housecleaning 
very difficult. Sometimes in the evenings while Grandma would mend or knit he would 
read the paper to her. 

Grandpa had a moustache and the whitest hair and bluest eyes I've ever seen and 
his eyes had a real twinkle except when he had a bad headache or didn't feel well^ 
We never doubted that he loved us for he always acted like he was just waiting for 
our visitoAfter we coaxed a while he acted like it pleased him to catch a horse for 
us to ride. Not everyone had pocket-knives then so his was one of his nicest 
posessions. He was willing to loan it to us but because it was razor-sharp would 
always caution, "Now Girlie, always cut away from you," 

The summer months at the Dairies were the highlight of our lives and of course 
the Grandparents played a very important role. They were always concerned about 
our comfort and well-being. Things always seemed perfect there with all the built- 
in friends. Most of my Aunts and Uncles had homesteads or houses there so we were iJ 
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William J. Kunz and Anna "Annie" Schmid Family approx. 1914. 
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WILLIAM JOHN KUNZ AND WIFE, BERN, IDAHO 
William John Kunz was bom in Niederstocken, Bern, Switzerland, on March 14, 1865. He was 

the son of John Kunz and Sophia Straubhaar. He was baptized June 4, 1 873, by John Kunz 3rd, 

confirmed by Henry Reiser. He went to school atZwyschenfluh, Switzerland. 

William J. was ordained an Elder, May 2, 1887, by John Kunz 3rd, and a High Priest by Ed-* 

ward C. Rich on February 3, 1918. He married Anna Schmid, May 5, 1887, in the Logan Temple, 

by N. C. Edelfion. 

Anna Schmid was the daughter of Carl August Schmid and Anna Landert. To this union were 

bom eleven children as follows: Benjamin William, Mabel Mary Ann, Sylvia Magdelena, Sophia 

Olive, Annie Elizabeth, Myrtle, Wiliard Robert, Ivie, Joseph John, Carl August, and LeslieAmasa. 
William J. spent his life in dairying and stock raising both in Bern, Idaho, and Williamsburg, 

Idaho. 
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